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Meaning of the 

Degree 
Cal Poly Pomona Geography 

This section is about 
the structure of the 
degree, its 
components and its 
expectations. 

The Geography degree program helps students develop a critical understanding of 
humankind’s cultural and physical environments by examining the dynamic systems 
through which these diverse settings are changed or sustained. Students majoring in 
Geography obtain a broad foundation in the physical and cultural world at various 
scales; they develop spatial analytical skills, both quantitative and qualitative; they learn 
to compare solutions which have been attempted in various parts of the world; and they 
are trained to use the latest available geospatial technologies in the field.  
Geography degree at Cal Poly Pomona distinguishes itself from most geography 
programs by its Bachelor of Science degree, its geospatial technology and environmental 
focused curricula, its project based pedagogy and hand-on learning approach (high 
impact practices), and its faculty who are recognized excellent teacher-scholars.   
Our graduates move up to advanced studies in Geography, GIS, Environmental 
Programs, Urban Planning, etc.  Geography majors find rewarding career opportunities 
in local, state and federal government agencies (e.g. EPA, FEMA, National Geospatial-
Intelligence Agency, USGS, NASA, CIA, DA, Forest and National Park Services, etc.), none 
profit organizations and private sectors. More detail about career and job opportunities 
for geography major visit our web.  
The mission and goals of the Geography program fits well within those of the 
university and CLASS.  As a polytechnic university the over-arching mission of Cal Poly 
Pomona is to advance learning and knowledge by linking theory and practice in all 
disciplines, as well as prepare students for lifelong learning, leadership, and careers in a 
changing multicultural world.  
Both freshman and community college transfer students entering the program are 
interested in and enthusiastic about the career paths and advanced study opportunities 
outlined above.  They enter the program with various levels of skills and preparations 
but all succeed and excel through the program.   
Our curriculum balances traditional geography courses with cutting edge technical and 
environmental-focused courses. In addition to the core, students can choose one of the 
options: Geographic Information Systems, Environmental Geography, and General 
Geography. Many of our courses are offered in labs and field settings and students often 
work on real world based problem in their classes.   
Extracurricular components include an active student club – The Cal Poly Pomona 
Geographic Society, invited lecture and speaker serious, and career, graduate school and 
other workshops offered by faculty and career centers.  
For more information, visit our web www.cpp.edu/class/ga. 
 

 
Describe the generic 
degree and what makes 
your degree at CPP 
distinct. 
 
Describe how the 
degree aligns with the 
university vision, 
values, and outcomes. 
 
Describe your entering 
students’ abilities and 
your graduates’ 
culminating skills. 
 
Describe the curricular 
and co-curricular 
components that you 
have put into place to 
achieve your 
expectations. 

 

Quality of the 
Degree 

Cal Poly Pomona Anthropology 

This section is about 
the alignment of the 
degree program with 
the expectations. 

The Geography program is structured with a core that balances physical, cultural, and 
geospatial technology courses.  Beyond the core courses, students choose advanced 
courses focusing on one of the three areas: the GIS option prepares students with 
careers that require strong geospatial technology skills; the Environmental Geography 
option prepares students with a more applied focus on environmental related career 
paths, such as environmental law, resources management, emergency response; the 
Geography option prepares students for careers that require a broad knowledge base 
and strong research and analytical skills.  Our curriculum is designed to align with the 
student learning objectives and are sequenced to ensure a solid foundation. All of our 
upper division major courses have prerequisites to ensure that students are prepared 

 
Describe (don’t just 
list) your learning 
outcomes, the levels 
that you have set for 
graduates, and how 

http://www.cpp.edu/class/ga


they align with your 
expectations. 

Describe how the 
curricular and co-
curricular components 
of the program help 
students to meet the 
expectations and 
learning outcomes. 

 

entering the courses.  The curriculum leaves ample room for free electives to help 
students cultivate a broad knowledge base or to narrow the preparation gap when they 
entering the program.  
Students completed the program are expected to be able to articulate effectively a 
broad knowledge in physical and cultural geography at various scales (SLO1); to be able 
to demonstrate their critical thinking and research skills (SLO2); to be able to 
communicate effectively with written, oral, and visual (mapping, geo-visualization) 
language (SLO3); and to be prepared for jobs and advanced studies (SLO4).   
Outside classrooms, our faculty members, well recognized teacher-scholars, engage 
students in research and field study activities beyond classroom boundaries.   Each year, 
our students attend and present their projects to professional and academic 
conferences.  Their works have won many awards and acceptance for publications. For 
example, our student projects were published multiple times in highly regard ESRI Map 
Books. We also invite local, national, and international scholars and professionals giving 
talks to our students to broaden their knowledge and interests. These are just a few 
examples. 
Documents illustrate the quality of our degree structure can be accessed through the 
links: For details of the curriculum, courses, and curriculum map, 
https://www.cpp.edu/~class/geography-anthropology/docs/geo_curriculum_map.pdf, 
for detailed Geography SLOs, https://www.cpp.edu/~class/geography-
anthropology/docs/GEO_SLO.pdf, for live events and student awards information that 
demonstrate the quality of the program www.cpp.edu/class/ga.  
 

Integrity of the 
Degree 

Cal Poly Pomona Anthropology 

This section is about 
the assurance that 
the degree is meeting 
the expectations. 

Student success in achieving program SLOs are tracked and measured by various 
assessment tools.  Competency levels of transfer students and sophomores entering the 
junior level are assessed by their performances in key courses/assignments.  Seniors are 
required to develop a digital academic portfolio organized by SLOs for the Senior 
Colloquium.  They also write a reflective essay asking them to assess their academic 
performance and to characterize the major program, and another one laying out their 
career plans and ways of achieving their goals.  Both qualitative and quantitative senior 
surveys are conducted every year.  GWT test data, assessment meetings involving 
faculty and students, alumni survey, and external review in the program review process 
all contribute data to assess the quality of the program. These data are reviewed by 
department faculty during periodic program assessment retreats as well as annual 
compilation of an assessment report to evaluate students’ achievement levels and to 
identify areas needing improvement. Courses and program structure improvement is an 
ongoing process based on changes in the field and the feedback from the assessment 
data.  
Our students do well.  Majority of them met the SLOs as evidenced by the portfolios 
and their performances in key courses/assignments, and reflected in the other data and 
indicators.  The evidences also come from the fact that our students are accepted into 
highly competitive internships (e.g. NASA, ESRI, National Geographic, NSF funded 
programs), master and Ph.D. graduate programs, and offered jobs in various 
government agencies and private companies.   
The program also went through periodical program review processes that included 
extensive self-study reports, external reviewers’ assessment of the program, and alumni 
surveys conducted by the alumni offices.  Feedback from these external sources were 
very positive about the quality of the program.  
For more Geography program assessment visit 
https://www.cpp.edu/~class/geography-anthropology/about/geography-learning-
outcomes.shtml  

Describe the 
assessment that you 
have put into place to 
measure whether the 
curricular and co-
curricular components 
are meeting their 
purposes. 
 
Describe the 
assessment that you 
have put into place to 
measure to what extent 
the program is 
achieving its 
expectations and 
learning outcomes at 
the desired levels. 
 
Describe the feedback 
that you collect, 
internally and 
externally, to support 
your assessment. 
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